
 

EQUITY WORKING GROUP  

MAY MEETING NOTES 

Location:  421 W Riverside Ave, Suite #500 
Date:  May 18th, 2026  
Time:  4:15 – 5:15 pm  
SRTC Staff: 
SRHD Staff:  

Michael Redlinger, Angela Paparazzo 
Devyn Bell, Mia Parker, Adam Swenson  

Attendees:  Monica H., Madeline A., Katy P., Jared A., Simone R., Dante J.  
 

Michael welcomed attendees, led a round of introductions, and previewed the day’s three main 
agenda items. 

The first agenda item, an overview of SRHD’s Childhood Fatality Review & Prevention Activities, 
was presented by Mia Parker. Michael commented that the presentation was a follow-up to an 
agenda item in March on the same topic. Mia presented an overview of current efforts to 
implement recommendations from the Child Fatality Review program, a prevention-focused 
process examining deaths of Spokane County residents under age 19 due to injury or violence. 
She provided a brief recap of the review process and reiterated 2025 priority prevention areas, 
including safe infant sleep, parental behavioral health, and prevention of transportation-related 
and other unintentional injuries. The presentation explained that annual priority 
recommendations are released in lieu of detailed data to protect confidentiality, while 
highlighting areas where community focus can have the greatest impact. Mia outlined 
implementation activities across public awareness, professional support, resource distribution, 
and partnership engagement, including educational campaigns, training and technical 
assistance, and provision of safety resources such as sleep materials, life jackets, and firearm 
locking devices. Emphasis was placed on collaboration with community partners to advance 
prevention strategies and expand reach. In response to questions, Mia explained that the 
priority recommendations are ranked based on the number of events and number of 
documented risk factors. Mia also provided clarifying information on the color print materials 
that are available as part of her Childhood Fatality Review & Prevention work. Angela asked Mia 
about the availability of micromobility and pedestrian safety data as it relates to childhood 
fatality and prevention. Mia and Devyn clarified that while data on children who die in that type 
of transportation accident is included in their work, it’s not something they could share or 
publish with the community – however, SRHD’s data center could work with agencies on how to 
find data on micromobility-related and other transportation accidents that result in injuries and 
fatalities.  

Next, SRHD’s Adam Swenson and Dante Jester from the Gonzaga Climate Institute presented 
an overview of the Smoke Ready Spokane campaign, a multi-partner initiative focused on 
improving community readiness and resilience to wildfire smoke. They described the project’s 
components, including community engagement through a symposium, development of smoke 
readiness and response plans, a public education campaign, infrastructure improvements, and a 
community survey. Findings from their engagement emphasized the need for centralized, 
trusted information sources and use of community-based messengers. The outreach campaign 



 

included a website, toolkits, targeted messaging for vulnerable populations, and in-person 
engagement, while infrastructure efforts included installation of air quality sensors, real-time 
monitoring dashboards, and indoor air quality improvements at community centers. Presenters 
noted ongoing efforts to refine outreach strategies and expand accessibility based on 
community feedback. Participant questions related to infrastructure improvements at 
community centers, coordination with partner organizations, and which community groups were 
engaged through outreach efforts. Additional questions focused on how campaign impacts are 
measured, particularly for preventative public health outcomes, and strategies for addressing 
air quality challenges for residents without access to adequate cooling or ventilation systems. 
Chat comments highlighted opportunities to expand outreach to ESL communities and noted 
barriers faced by low-income and senior housing residents in accessing air quality resources.  

For the next item, SRTC’s Angela Paparazzo presented an update to SRTC’s Public Participation 
Plan (PPP).  Angela described the PPP’s role as both a guide for public engagement and an 
internal framework for consistent outreach practices. She outlined ongoing outreach efforts, 
including surveys, in-person activities, and coordination with partner organizations, as well as 
an upcoming transportation open house featuring multiple community partners. She noted that 
the project timeline has been extended due to Savannah’s departure and the related staffing 
transition, in order to allow for onboarding the new communications specialist and provide time 
for them to revise the draft and take agency over the final plan. Updates to the PPP include a 
revised structure for improved usability, clearer audience definitions, enhanced outreach 
strategies, and new processes for evaluation and alignment with federal requirements. Angela 
commented on potential for a “Central forum” on the SRTC website – a single, centralized 
platform where the public can access information on multiple SRTC plans and engagement 
opportunities in one location. She then reviewed the updated timeline based on the expected 
schedule, and noted that SRTC is wrapping up the PPP’s public comment and outreach period. 
Participants thanked Angela and SRTC staff for coordinating the Open House that took place on 
May 21st.  

Michael took some time to review comments from the meeting chat. Chat comments highlighted 
the safety benefits of shifting from single-occupancy vehicle travel to public transportation, 
along with emerging safety concerns related to micromobility use. Additional comments noted 
upcoming multilingual travel training resources and suggested opportunities to integrate 
wildfire preparedness and cooling center access into those efforts. Participants also identified 
potential collaboration opportunities between transportation training and community resilience 
initiatives. Participants also noted the importance of continued cross-sector collaboration, 
noting Spokane’s strong culture of collaboration and partnership and encouraging agencies to 
align resources to better support vulnerable populations during challenging conditions. 

Devyn Bell then provided an update on SRHD’s status and participation in the Equity Working 
Group. Devyn shared that their organization has stepped back from a formal co-lead role due to 
funding and compliance considerations, while affirming continued engagement in the group 
and ongoing commitment to health equity work within current constraints. Michael clarified that 
there has been no change in SRTC’s work plan or intent to continue hosting the group.  

Michael previewed some expected agenda items for the July meeting, which will be held on July 
27th. The group is expecting presentations from SRHD as well as Spokane County Emergency 
Management. He also noted SRTC’s participation in several upcoming public events, including 
the May 21st Open House, Felts Field Neighbor Day, and Spokane Summer Parkways. 


